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interview with Jack Johnson.   Cobb had animadverted on physi-
cal characteristics of niggers.   The nigger's letter ended " I've
never seen you, But I've seen your portraits and let me tell
you respectfully that you're no Lilian Russell."
Cobb said he had never written a true story.
Monday, October 2yd.
Mr. and Mrs. Lingley came in after we had been to see the
Cobbs last night. He in U.S.A. 27 years. Englishman. I
knew instantly he looked at my MS. of " Feast of St. Friend "
that he knew something of MS. and iUumination.
Walked up 5th Avenue in bright warm sunshine at 12.45.
The skyscraper coming at fairly regular intervals (apparently)
seems to divide length of street and so aid perspective. But
bldgs are so big that they deceive you as to their nearness.
Fine blue sky and general feel. Cornices of architecture again.
Otherwise nothing very special. This walk, though hurried, was
very pleasant.
Tuesday, October 24th.
It is only 17 days since I left London and it feels more like
17 weeks.
Dinner with Mr. and Mrs. James Clark and Mrs. Adelaide
Ames and the Dorans at Rectors. During dinner a pianist
played a ballad of Chopin's. Never heard such a thing hi a
restaurant before.
To the Playhouse, managed by Wm. A. Brady. "Bought
and Paid for ", a play in 4 acts by George Broadhurst. This
is the best new Anglo-Saxon play I've seen for a long time.
Perfectly simple story of a poor telephone girl marrying a
wealthy man who turns to drink: with her comic sister and
extremely comic brother-in-law. These were the only neces-
sary characters. The rest were servants, including a fine
Japanese servant. The brother-in-law was colossal. Splendidly
drawn comic character. \Vhenever the author might have ex-
cusably gone wrong, whenever the thing was really difficult,
he came out well. The reconciliation at the end was excellent.
The drunken scene in second half of 2nd act, with its clear
suggestion—both there and at beginning of 3rd act—that the
husband outraged the wife sexually while drunk—was very
excellently unpleasant. In short, I really enjoyed this play,
23

